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[YMCA letterhead] 

 

 
WRITTEN AT Hasting Park CAMP 72nd BATT D 
COMPANY 
                                                26th Mar 1916 
 

Dear Mother & all, 

                              I received John's 

welcome letter.  Say John will you please 

tell Miss Elsey that I am Very Very sorry 

that I missed seeing her before she left.  I 

was on fatigue every day.  But Friday I 

was on the Canteen so when 4 P.M. 

arrived I beat it and got dressed and up 

town.  About eight o'clock I was on my 

way down to see her when I noticed a 

man walking ahead of me who looked 

like her uncle so I hurried up and caught 

him up and asked him if she had gone.  

And he said that he was on his way home 

from seeing her off. 

 

 

I thought she would not be leaving 

until Saturday or Sunday.  You can 

tell her that I am Very sorry for I 

guess there will be no chance of 

seeing all you folks again this 

Summer for I think we will get 

away with this 18 more Batt, that 

will be leaving shortly, instead of 

going to Vernon. 

   On the 17th we marched over to 

New Westminster to attend the 

Irish field sport arriving about 

11.30 AM.  Had dinner at Moody 

Square then marched down to 

Queen's Park and as we were 

going in the gate a moving picture 

photo got us.  We formed up in 

mass and were dismissed and they 

say that the way 

 

 

the hands came up for the salute was 

Just like one man.  Well I went down 

town and took in a picture show and 

got back in time to fall in at 4.46 P.M.  

We marched over to Moody Square 

had supper fell in at 6 P.M. and set out 

for home arriving at 8.45.  And I was 

not a bit tired out after our lively 

twenty mile hike.  The day was the 

best we have had for some time. 

      Well we had another supper and 

pulled off our putties and put on our 

spats and left for Victoria that night 

(Roger and yourself)).  Visited 

Mawkimmeys and found them all ok.  

We stayed at the Y.M.C.A. when over 

there.  But we are feeling the financial 

depression very keenly after 
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our holiday for ten dollars does not 

take a fellow far. 

      I had a 1/2 Doz photos taken by 

our Reg photo.  And when I was 

taking them up town to send away I 

had lost them with the rain pouring in 

good style.  But lucky for me one of 

our boys found them and as they are 

in good shape I will send you one 

under separate cover. 

   I will try and get those books for 

you John in a few days.  As for the 

Aerial Corp I will have to locate them 

first And I will try to get what you 

want. Hoping you are all well, I am 

                           your Loving Son 

                                    Gordon 

P.S. 

They say Vancouver is going dry 

but you will have to show me. Ask 

G.E. 

 

 

 


