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                        Bramshott Camp 

                                   2
nd Aug 1916 

 

Dear Mother & all. 

                         I received Arch's 

Welcome[sic] letter ok and was very 

glad to get same.  It is Very seldom 

that I hear from Arch.  I got a letter 

from Grandma yesterday.  I suppose 

Bryson Whyte will try and get a 

commission.  The Army life is h--    

alright for it is hard to be tied down 

you cannot go where you like or do 

what you like as for the work I do not 

mind much. 

   You need not worry about me 

getting married to an English girl on 

this side of the pond unless she has 

got a few millions. 

    No I have not run across Vicary I 

guess he must be in Shorncliffe.  A. 

Chilton is a Lieut. with the C.A.S.C. 

[Cdn Army Service Corps] H.Q.  

Shorncliffe so if Vicary is there he 

will get a good Job [sic] I guess 

through Chilton 

  

  

   We were out to the Longsmoor rifle 

range for about five days last week 

shooting with the machine gun.  I got 

seventy-five out of eighty that was in 

the classification.  But I do not know 

how I made out in the field work.  The 

field work we had to crouch behind 

the parapet as soon as the whistle 

blew put on our gas helmets and up 

with the gun and fire thirty shoots 

[sic] in a minute at twelve steel plates 

on the butts.  They were placed in line 

of four and were about 8 x 10 

[inches]. I think I got one in the 

practice.  Then the last practice was a 

hard one.  You had to stand at the 

seven hundred yard range and when 

the whistle was blown you had to pick 

up your gun double to the the six 

hundred yd range place you [sic] gun 

and fire twenty rounds at twelve steel 

same as before.  After you have 

finished (he) the officer says gun over 

and you get down in front of the six 

hundred with your gun 

 

 

and as soon as he blows the whistle 

you double to the five and fire twenty 

rounds and so on up to the two 

hundred yard range.  You are allowed 

one minute per range.  You have three 

number tows.  The first comes up to 

the six hundred yard range and puts on 

you [sic] mag.  The second the five & 

four range and the third the three & 

two range.  When the whistle first 

blows four fellows double forward.  It 

was about 126
o/

 in the sun so you can 

bet that I did some sweating.  I think I 

got about eight down but I do not 

know at what ranges I knocked them 

down so do not know my score. 

     Well I guess when you get this 

letter I will be in France for I think the 

Division will leave next week or early 

the following week.  Hoping you are 

all well, I am 

 

                         Your Loving Son 

                              Gordon 

 


