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Canadian Pacific Steamers carried many British and other European 
immigrants to Canada and arrived in Halifax, Nova Scotia. The 
Canadian Pacific Railway carried them on to their destinations.  



WHY?
Advertising by the Canadian Government and the Canadian 

Pacific Railway got people interested in western Canada.



This was an advertising booklet published by the Board of Trade in 
Summerland and printed by the Summerland Review in 1909.

ADVERTISING



WORD OF MOUTH ADVERTISING
Friends and relatives would talk about how nice it was in the 
Okanagan and others would come to see for themselves. 
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WHEN?
The Canadian Pacific Railway was finished across Canada by 1885.
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From the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, another 
railway was built from 
Sicamous to Okanagan 
Landing.

From here, starting in 
1893, sternwheelers 
travelled Okanagan 
Lake to many 
communities including 
Summerland.
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Trains & 

Sternwheelers



1920s



In 1890 there was no town of Summerland, but after 1899, people 
could pre-empt land. There was no cost for the land that was stolen 
from Indigenous peoples, but the settlers had to build a home and 

make improvements to the property.

c. 1905. View of Summerland from Giant’s Head looking north over Jones Flat

LAND



WHO?
Many young mean came from England looking for adventure in British Columbia!
Some were called remittance men because their family would send them money 

every month to stay in Canada.
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WHO?
Some young married couples came to start their new life together. J.R. and 
Adeline Campbell moved from Inverness, Quebec and many others in their 

family followed.

c. 1903. J.R. and Adeline Campbell. c. 1905. James and Margaret Ritchie.



WHO?
Many settlers came from Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Advertising 
pamphlets said, “Come in out of the cold. Make your fortune in the 

Okanagan. Grow fruit and grow rich!”



GEORGE 
BARCLAY

George Barclay came 
from England and 
started a big ranch at 
Summerland.

Many more men 
came from England to 
work on his ranch.
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c. 1890. George Barclay 

riding his horse on the 

Barclay Ranch.



Lord Thomas 
Shaughnessy, president 
of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, was looking for 
land to grow fruit for the 
railway’s dinning cars and 
hotels.
The Trout Creek area 
was not big enough but it 
was still a good place to 
grow fruit. He asked 
wealthy men from eastern 
Canada to invest in the 
new town and they did!

c. 1916. Lord Shaughnessy 

LORD 

SHAUGHNESSY



He also asked John Moore 
Robinson to manage his 
company, the Summerland 
Development Company, 
and to advertise and sell 
fruit to lots of new settlers.
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J.M. 

ROBINSON



The Summerland Development Company started Summerland on the 
lake. The main street was called Shaughnessy Avenue and wharves, 

stores, a hotel, a community hall, and homes were built along the shore.
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LOWER TOWN



Not too many years later, James Ritchie traded land with the Pierre 
family for Nicola Prairie, where he started another town, West 

Summerland (where Downtown Summerland now is).
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c. 1928. The north side of Granville Road (Main 

Street) in West Summerland.

WEST SUMMERLAND



WHAT?
The Okanagan was advertised as a sunny valley with a beautiful lake that 

was great for growing fruit.
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GROWING FRUIT
The soil was fertile, and the climate was excellent with mild 

temperatures.
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1910



WAITING FOR FRUIT
It takes several years for a tree to be able to bear fruit, so orchardists 
had to wait for years to be able to make money! This shows a young 

orchard in Prairie Valley in 1907.
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JUST ADD WATER!
Flumes delivered water to the orchards and to the homes.
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c. 1917. The irrigation flumes at the 

Summerland Research Station that drew its 

water from Trout Creek.
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PACKING & BOXING
Fruit then had to be packed and boxed before it could be shipped 

elsewhere to be sold. 



SHIPPING FRUIT
Fruit grown in Summerland was shipped out by boats and barges that 

took the fruit up the lake to the railway. It went to the coast or east 
across Canada by the CPR. Later, the Kettle Valley Railway would 

help with shipping fruit.
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c. 1934. The staff of Walter’s Packing House.

DEVELOPMENT
Summerland developed because of the fruit industry and related 

industries, like packing houses, canneries, and box factories.



JOBS
The fruit industry provided many jobs for men and women. Here are 

women working at the Garnett Valley Cannery in the 1940s.
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BUILDINGS

Lumber, architects 
and carpenters were 

needed to build 
flumes, homes, 

churches, schools, 
and hospitals.
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Although they 
grew most of 
their own food 
and made 
clothing and 
household 
items, other 
services were 
needed for the 
people.
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BUSINESSES



There was a social side to life too!
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