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At f irst, 
Summerland w as 

on Okanagan Lake.
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The start of 
Summerland

1908



How  did they 
get here?

Many pioneers came 

here on big 

sternw heelers like the 

S.S. Sicamous and 

S.S. Okanagan.
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The S.S. Okanagan 

coming to shore.

Sternw heelers
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Boats w ere also 
used to travel to 
dif ferent tow ns 
along Okanagan 

Lake, like Penticton 
and Naramata.

Transportat ion

1920s
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Where did 
they sett le?

1906

First, people sett led 
along the lake in 

Low er Tow n.

Then they moved 
out to:

Trout Creek

Upper Benches

Garnett Valley

Prairie Valley
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The S.S. 

Sicamous at 

the CPR w harf 

in Low er 

Summerland 

betw een

1914 to 1927.

Low er 
Tow n
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Businesses

All of the shops 

and some homes 

w ere along the 

lake on 

Shaughnessy 

Avenue.
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Living on the 
f lat

Some people lived up 

above Summerland on 

the f lat. Some of 

these people w ere 

catt le ranchers.

George Barclay on 

Barclay Ranch in 

1890.
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Nicola Prairie

The future tow n 

site in 1905.
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The Barclay 

Ranch in 1890.
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Barclay home

In 1903, the 

Barclay Ranch 

and home w as 

sold to James 

Ritchie. Him and 

his family are 

show n here.
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Many fruit  trees 

w ere planted on 

up on the f lat, in 

Prairie Valley, 

and Trout Creek.

This is a view  of 

Jones Flat in 

1905.
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Early 
orchards

Young orchards 

on Prairie Valley 

in 1910.
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Working in an orchard

It  w as hard w ork to start an 

orchard, and people w ould have 

to w ait years for the trees to 

grow  and bear fruit . 

This picture show s orchard 

w orkers in 1910 using sacks 

that w ent over one shoulder and 

w ooden boxes.



How  did they 
w ater the trees?

At f irst, w ater w as sent 

to orchards by ditches.
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Later, f lumes w ere 

used to bring w ater 

to orchards.

This show s irrigation 

f lumes in 1917 that 

brought w ater from 

Trout Creek to the 

Research Station.

Flumes
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Flumes

This photo show s 

the construction 

of the south main 

w ooden f lume in 

1914.
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West 
Summerland

Soon, a new  

tow n site began 

to grow  up on 

the f lat, and it  

w as called West 

Summerland. 

This is the tow n 

site in 1913.
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West 
Summerland

John w ith young 

Bill Ritchie on 

Granville Road 

(Main Street) in 

West Summerland 

in 1911.
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West 
Summerland

View  of the 

tow n site from 

Giant’s Head in 

1928.
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What did 
people live 

in?

Many pioneers 

lived in tent 

houses until 

their homes 

w ere built .

Others built  log 

homes, w hich 

often had dirt  

f loors and sod 

roofs.
Tent house in 1910.



Tent House

Walter and Lizzy 

Verity’s tent 

house at Trout 

Creek Point in 

1909.
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Tent House

Duncan Woods’  

sod roofed log 

home in Trout 

Creek in 1910.
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How  did 
people get 

around?

People travelled 

roads at the 

bottom of the 

gulches.

Boats w ere 

used to get to 

Naramata and 

Penticton.
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Horses

Horses and 

w agons could 

also be used to 

transport goods.

Here, Fred 

McKinnon is 

using horses and 

a w agon to 

transport 

cantaloupes in 

1922.
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Bicycles

Bicycles w ere used for shorter 

distances. Below  is a picture of an early 

bicycle, w hile to the right is Kutch 

Imayoshi in 1945.
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Where did 
children go to 

school?

There w ere several 

one-room school 

houses in the area.

Here is the Garnett 

Valley School in 

1909. Mary Lister 

taught here after 

complet ing her 

schooling in New  

Westminster in 

1913.



Schools

Classroom in 

1919.
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Gett ing 
to school

Some students 

w ent to other 

communit ies, 

like Vernon, for 

higher grades.

Here is a 

horse-draw n 

school bus in 

1915.
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Gett ing to 
school

Children w ould also w alk 

long distances to school.

Here are the Dunsdon 

children in 1912 w alking 

to school w ith lard pails 

for lunch kits.



EVERYDAY LIFE
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Laundry

Laundry day w as often 

called “ Blue Monday”  

because of the bluing 

agent used to keep 

clothes w hite.

Clothes w ere boiled in 

w ater to remove dirt  and 

oil and then scrubbed on 

a w ashboard.

Boiling clothes w ith an 

agitator

Washboard



Drying and ironing

Once the clothes w ere 

w ashed and clean, they 

w ould w ring out the extra 

w ater and hang then to 

dry.

For ironing, three to six 

irons w ere heated on the 

stove and alternated 

w hen used.

Wringer machine Clothesline
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Kitchen

The kitchen w as the centre of 

the home. There w as lots 

going on and alw ays 

something to do.

Wood and coal ranges w ere 

used both for cooking and 

heating the home. Toasters 

and w aff le makers w ere used 

on the stove.

Ice boxes w ere used for 

freezing. Extra ice w as stored 

in a shed outside and saw  

dust w as used to keep it  

frozen in the summer. SUMMERLAND MUSEUM & ARCHIVES1893-1895



Parlour

A parlour room w as 

w here guests w ould 

gather. Parlour rooms 

often included sit t ing 

areas and pianos or 

record players for 

entertainment.

Here are Mr. and Mrs. 

Campbell sit t ing in 

their parlour in the 

early 1900s.
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Recreation

When school 

and w ork w ere 

done, people 

enjoyed life in 

many w ays!

Harry Dunsdon’s children playing w ith a 

rocking horse and stroller in 1913.

Lloyd Gartrell and Richard 

Yamabe playing baseball in 

1933.



Birthday 
Party

A birthday 

party in 1914 

w ith many 

Scouts in 

Memorial Park.
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Picnics

Picnics w ere 

also a popular 

pastime. 

This show s 

people at the 

June 3 annual 

picnic at the 

Research 

Station in 

1930. 
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Riding Horses

People w ould ride 

horses for fun and 

to get around.
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Young boys 

w ith home 

made apple 

box rafts in 

the w ater.

Recreation
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